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GID HANASHEH CHAPTER SEVEN CHUI-LIN 92aa

^r^ rtqv on which Israel was redeemed from Egpl'lszl "tlP?,,

ij,i"tr. - flls "[pieees ofl eiluer" are an a]lusion to the

I'5,i"our.'u'' 
'llt'iN xlil ll] - And so we find elsewhere that silver

|"il"a ur u *.tuphor for the righteous, as it says:tsal tl9),1'li'u,,

"rii "Zt 
- He has tahen.thc bundle of tiluer [coine] in His hand.

,r,r"i. verse refers to God's removal of the righteous before the
jf,ruction of the First Temple.lssr lbx "Etryu''lnh orryt/ rnE,,

lrrstlpnn u?ivlllt DrPrrY illgtanl Dtvl-t$ - The"chomer [equa]to
iiirtu ,r;ohl ofbarley" and the "leeecft [equal to fifteen se'ah) of
"i1o:rl4', 

a"" un ullusion,to the forty'five righteous in whose merit

tbe world exists' CIearl). we see that these forty-five righteous are

[uidrd inro two groups of thirty and fifteen. Eturbv Dx !'1lr urxl

bxrgt y.l{? rr?V irvnn! Ir{l - However, on the basis of this verse

alone,I do not knowwhether the thirty are here in Babylonia and

ih, fift."o "". 
in Eretz Yisrael, nPDn! b!"{'lur! y-rx! Drubu, DNI

tx! rgy - or whether the thirty are in Eretz Yisrael and the

hft*o r". here in Babylonia; rlpti-'t ltu-bu ill.'li?t{J,, rtriN t<tltlir
,,ly$il'tr('il nrt lnN lttqrxl - however, when [Scripture] states

elgewhere:t5or and I [Zechariah] tooh the thirty [pieces ofl siluer

[giuen to me by Hashem] and I threw it into thc Templz of

flwhem,tt't to the treosurer, iltg)lll bxlt4l ylN! Erurtu, 'lDltt tlir

il{? ttyy - you may say with certainty, that the thirty are in Eretz
Yifrael and the fifteen are here in Babylonia. r!!x '1E$ - Abaye

said: x4FN 'Itrn:! NFqU? rU tf.t?Dr{r}r til'lltlt - And a mqjority
of fthe righteous in Eretz Yisrael] are to be found in the syna-
gogue that is under the attached clnmfus1.tsa]

The Gemara expands upon the exposition of the verse, "ond .I
took thz thifty [pieces ofl siluer, and I threw it into the Ternple of
Hashem":
frn;:l utl,l! - And this is also the meaning of that which is
written in the preceding verseitsel Et!:rV! llu-trx Bilrb$ rplrJ,,
,,tlD! Errlr-bq, r-1llrnl"< t5?pl rb'U N|-Ext rt5lr, r1ll - And I
[Hashem] said to them [the nations of the world]'rcot u1rr, ,t OroOr"
in your eyes, giae Me My fee; ond if not, refrain," Anil tlwt
weighcd My fee thirty [piecet ofl fiIuer. rntx il'lin! (]ll ('tt) -

Rav Yehudah said: E?ty,l nthurl o!tv,1 ntrtx rpriy prur-fuj qf$
p;rfy srnrrpnn - Ihese "thirty fpieces ofl siluer" are an a]lusion to
the thirty righteous among the nations of the world, in whose
merit the nations of the world erist.{6lr

An alternative interpretation of the verse just cited:
rDS xhy - Ulla said: E: rJ! EilrbU l51prp nryn Drur-bu, tbg -

These "thirty [pieces ofl siluer" that Hashem took from the
nations as "His fee" are an allusion to the thirty comnandments
that the Noahites accepted upon themselvss.tgzl ltntlpp Ix!
ilgJtq N?N - However, they keep only three ofthem: nEE -

One is

NOTES
62. The prefix I can be translated, depending on the context, as either 59. Ibid. v. 12. The two verses [12 and 13] refer to one episode, as the
for, with, in or on. Thus, the phrase .rqy nqnr:lf can be rendered on llre Gemara proceeds to explain.
fifuenth; i.e. the fifteenth of Nissan 60. ftas/ri points out that this passage is dealing with the nations of the
63. Thus, the verse reads: And I [Hashem] acquired it [the Jewish world, as it says earlier (v. L0): And I aoh My staff Noam and broke it, to
nationl for Myself on the fifteenth of Nissan [when I redeemed them annul My couenant that I had. sealed with aII the nations.

65. The Gemara i n Sanhedrin (96b) relates that when Israel's Moabite h1ve.b9en rewarded' The verse then continues with Hashem saying,

andAmmonite neighbors heard the prophets of J"^.ur"rn p.optr".ying "An,( tl?:weighed My fee thirty [pieces ofl siluer," i'e. they returned to

the deetruction ofierusalem, they senf a message to Nebuchadnezrui . me the thirty righteous ones among them' scripture then continues with
rnnnnoon. i  | r .^r- - r^rr . - -^r  NT^L, ,^L- i -^ . - - - -^-r ;^r lL^+ theverseci tedabove(v.13):And,Hashentsaidtome,"Throwtfuminta

fmm Eg'pt on account ofl the righteous [among them] (rBosll )

64. houerbs 7:20.

S6.Zechariah tl:IB.
57. Which is located in Eretz yisrael

61. That is, in this verse Hashem says to the nations, "Giue Me My fee,"
i.e. return to me the righteous ones among you on account of whom you

mandment to be fruitful; (13) the positive commandnent to multiply;
(14) engaging in a male-male union, even merely to enter a marriage
contract; (15) mating diverse species of animals together; (16) perform-
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to come and conquer the Land of lsrael. Nebuchadnezzar replied that ::'" ::'"" 
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r"i-,r". the[Temple]treasury,"ondltookthethirty[piecesofleiluer,ondhe was afrB,id that God would punish him. To this, they sent him the tne I l emPtel treasury' ona I tooa tne tntfi! Ipwcet oIl ttl'uer, ond'

followins res..."p (ihirt w 1'e\.Tho Mnn ic nn Innopr in rt,"'i",,J 
-i'" 

I threw it into the Temple of Hoshem, to the treasvrer. Hashemfollowiag response (ibid. v. l9): The Man is no longer in His house, i.e. I tnrew 't rnto the 'le'nple of lIoshen, to the tre&sufer' Hashem

God hrJ,o-^.".r Hic nmonno frnm rho -ro*c o-n rho' oro h^ t^ndo, commanded that these thirty righteous individuals be thrown into theGod has removed His presence from the Jews, and they are no longer commanoeo tnat [nese [mmy rlgnteous rndlvlouaG be thrown mto the

under His nrotpcfinn 
'Noh,,.ho.l.orrrr 

rpnlip; fhat hp is ,r.";a tf;ri Temple treasury, i.e. that these thirty be embedded in every generation'nder His protection. Nebuchadnezzar replied that he is afraid that
God is close by and is ready to answer theii prayers that H" ."iurn to llJj,*.,f 

il Eretz Yisraell (Rashi with Hagalns HaBarh; cf . Maharsha,

them. To this, Ammon ani Moub sent back (ibid.): He hos gonz on a Chidushei Aggados\'

tlistantjourney, i.e. they have sinned so greatly that God has become 62.J?oshistatesthatthesethirtycommandmentshavenotbeendetailed
very distant from them, so He will not return and protect them even for us. Still, it is derived from this exposition that they did accept upon

if they will beseech Him to do so. Nebuchadnezzar replied that they themselves thirty commandments, whichever they may be.
have righteous people whose prayers God will accept. To this, they However,.E'MenathemAzariaholFonopresentsalistofthesethirty
countered with the verse cited here: He has tahen the bundle of siluer commaadments based on the Gemara in Sanhedrin (56a-60a) and
lcoinsl tn His hand, i.e. there are no righteous alive among the Jews for relating generally to the seven basic precepts of the Noahide Code. The
uo<l ttas already talrcn the souls of the righteous (siluer) with him thirty commandments, which follow, are all negative comrnandments
u(os[i ). except as noted: (l) idolatry; (2) passing a child through the lire as part

, 
l(aharal indicates that silver is used as a metaphor for the righteous of the Molech ritual (see Sonled rin 64a-b); (3) the use of divinations; (4)

oecause [fine] silver symbolizes purity (Cttidushei Aggados). The the use of illusions [or, alternatively, predicting the prime time for em-
brother of the Moftarcl itates that i1 is bLcause how one acts with one's barking on a venturel; (5) mqking decisions based on omens unrelated to
money is integral to being deemed righteous: No person should be theundertaking;(6)sorcery;(7)conjuringgroupsofanimalsorinsects
usstbed to be a righteous man unless he is known to be righteous in his through his charms; (8) consulting an Ou,' (9) consultingaYid'oni; (10)
nuncial dealingslsefer HaChaim, Chaim Tovim iE). necromancy; (11) engaging in forbidden unions; (12) the positive com-

Dril6 lf ,F ror

}D' D5
ll 1nlo, "n", is a low structure attached to the side or rear ora house; ing castrati."' iiiiEJ,i'e 

"ffffi;#|;ff;ffffi1rJil#rffi;;q^nosit and Bauo Bosra 61a with Eoshborn xnox n,,r. It seems that this (18) murder; (1g) striking the mouth of an Israetite; (20) blasphemy; (21)
was^notalargeorimposingsynagogueandthepersonswhoprayedthere 

the positive commandment to honor the Torah; (22) ihe positive''-',numble 
people (Maharal \. The Gemara's point is this: One should commandment to engage in the study of those parts of the Torah that are'-{nmk 

that all the thirty righteous people in whose merit the world relevant to Noahites; (23) theft; (24) studying those parts ofthe Torah'qrs need to be well-known public frgures; to the contrary, most of them that are exclusive to the Jewish people; (25) the positive commandment
^ uot be well krown. Ifyou wish to search them out, you will find them to maintain civil law; (26) observing the Sabbath; (27) eating a limb torn.*ung those reserved persons who sit in the modest sections of the from a live animal; (28) drinking blood extracted from a live animal; (29)

flfl-eyuganot-9-o"g tio.. *fro sit in the positions of prominence and eatingneueilah [see, however,.B ashi to 92b,.I,5]pbt n,,rl; (30) cannibal-,pt."d; d;;y;;;;;;;. ism (Asarah Maamnros, Maatnor Chikur Din 3:21; see there).
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o'1;11 nlrnp lutll! p$W - that they do not write a marriage
coutraet for males;ttl n[]-(l - another one is pbi?tu, ltxu
plrpnl npn 'rtgl - that they do not weigh and sell the meat of
a human corpset2r in the meat marketsl{3j n[]_(! - and another
one is ilJinil nN lt'll)EtlJ - that they honor the Torah.

The Mishnah states:
q1!, I rilt: l)r Nl - BUT ITHE GrD HAN AS H E H PROHIBTTTONI DOES NOT
APPLY To FowL because a bird does not have spoon-shaped flesh
over its thighbone.

The Gemara asks:
Rrb nrNl l)ttl! xi? x;t - But we see that it does have a "spoon"
offlesh over the thighbone. - ? -

The Gemara answers:
Stry x5l illb nrx - It indeed has a "spoon" over its thighbone,
but [the "spoon"] is not rot'nd.l{r

The Gemara cites a related inquiry:
il:h']! rl.l ryl - R'Yirmiyah inquired: Strlt qry? ilr5 nrx - If
a bird has [a "spoon"] that is roru d,tst xbr np;r;5 ilrb nr*
9t,ry - or an animal has [a "spoon"] that is not round, trE -

what is the law? I:tbtx ilrrr:r rDl - Do we follow the shape of
[the creature's] own "spoon," IJrbtN irr)rn rDJ rlr - or do we
follow that of its type?r6r

The Gemara offers no resolution and concludes:
tprn - Let [the inquiry] stand.rtl

The Mishnah states further:
5tburl rnr:l - AND trHE GrD flAffAsrirlr pR0HIBITIONI AppLIEs ro
A FETUS. R' Yehudah says: It does not apply to a fetus. And its
cheileu is permitted.

The Gemara comments:
bxlnur l-05 - Shmuel said: blil rr:rf r[th illnt - When the
Mishnah states, "And its cheileu is permitted," it is saying so
unanimously.lsr

The Gemara asks:
tND't tlbll - To the cheileu of what does this lsfsprsl NEr5rx
5lly:l - If you shall say it refers to the cheileu of a fetus that
was found alive in the womb - and thus, the Mishnah means that
although R' Yehudah and the Tanna Kamma (i.e. R' Meir)irol
disagree whether the gid h.anasheft prohibiiion applies to a fetus,
they agree Lhat the cheileu prohibition does nol apply to a fetus -

I will respond: ;:D1 rlrfe rlgrn x11 - But they certainly do
disagree with respect to lthecheilev of a fetusl! x!l4:! - For
it was taught in a Baraisa: Srburl rnr: - ITHEGID HANA-IHEH
PROHIBITIONI APPLIES TO A FETUS that is extracted from its
mother's womb after her slaughter, 'lto{ tltnl - AND ITS
CHEIf,EvISPROHIBITED; .lrNn rJ'l !'lf'l - these ale TIIEWORDS
OF R' MEIR. ' lDlN irJlnr !! ' l  - R'YIHUDAII SAYS: l i l l l  l t lN

5rlurl - ltHEGrD HANAsfirapRoHrBrrIoNl DoEs NorApplyroA
FETTjS, rlth lr?il - ANDTTS CHELLEVTSPER"S{rTTED. '18S1

NJyt4lx rt't 'rD!.( rlvb{ lll - And R' Elazar said in the name of
R'Oshaya: U ilgqn flf n7i91p - The dispute pertains to the
gid hanasheh and cheileu of a nine-month lfetusj found alive in
the womb, lnprBr! 1r;6 t!-1 ll1l - and R' Meir followed his
own reasoning that it is considered like an ordinary animal,
lnururb irJtilr rl.l'! - and R' Yehudah followed his own
reasoning that such a fetus is not considered like an ordinary
animal.rrrr Thus, we see that R' Yehudah and R' Meir disagree
regarding the c heileu of afeL,,ts, just as they disagree regarding its

rr l l

lil

NOTES
1. That is, although they do not eomply with the commandment to lbecause perhaps the stipulation applies to the species], and the gid
abstain from homosexual relations and they designate for themselves hanasheh of a bird that does have a "spoon" over its thighbone tbecause
ma.le homosexual partners, they are not so callous about this probibi- perhaps the stipulation applies to the individual creaturel (Shulclnn
tionthattheywriteamarriagdcontiactforsuchaunionastheywould Aruch, Yoreh Deah 66:5). [For a wide-ranging discussion of how the
do for a normal marriage (Rashi l. Gemara's inquiry can be applied to other contexts, see Chasam Sofer.l

2.Rashi,infirstexplanation.Aiternatively,meatofananimalthatdied 8. That is, this latter clause is not the conclusion ofR'Yehudah's
on its own (rtlosii, in second explanation) statement lwhich would connote that it is disouted bv the Tanna

3. That is, although they eat human flesh, they do not sell it in the meat Kammal' but' is a new teaching issued by the anonymous Mishnah and

markels and eat it publcly (,tosft.i). agreed upon bv all'

)r)y N)l il'? ntN Tll
ETONGATTD"SPOON'' ]HICHBONI

4. The thigh of a bird has an elongared 
n^; 

Tl^t::l 
t-"f c of the Mishnah is gid hanaslrch, but the previous

, , ;"""*-:.- clause mentioned a fetus. In light ofShmuel's assertion that the clause
curvalurc oI muscle strelcned over rt.
rhis does not qualiry * " ri, ,p,,". l^:lT:'^tj:_q';'l',11''^j:,1-l,Tj.i"Yl;.j1"^_GilT: 'l?','1": y,l:ti:l'-'.t:- ; '  la t  re lers to Lne cneLleu oI  a le lus or  to the tat  rn whrch thc grd
oecause [ne blDtrca] Lcrm ll relers to a
deep, round spoon [that is shaped like 

nonasnen rs envelopeq'

a hatel @ashi). Alternativelv, the l0.AnanonymousMishnahgenerallyreflectstheviewofR'Meir; see

bird does not meet the Torah's crit"- Sanhedrin 86a.

l r l ;
l l ; .

l':t, .
!

' t

ria because its elongated "spoon" is 11. The Gemara fabove, 69a, and below, 100b] expounds the verse
not shaped l ike the ' tpoon" of  the (Deuteronomy 14:6) : r ! :xn. . . rp i f l l  . . . ) l ,any. . .wi th inananimal  . . .
human thigh, which is rounded (Ram- Jou nlay eat, to teach that if one slaughters an animal and discovers a
bam, Commentary to Mishnah), fetus in its womb, the fetus is treated as though it were an organ of the

[A bird has a rounded cap offlesh on mother, and the slaughter performed on the mother renders even the
its drumstick, but that is the sian,t fetus "slaughtered" and permissible for consumption. The verse
(tibia). The cap of the thigh (where further implies that not only is the fetus' flesh permitted, but even its

the gid hanoshelr emerges from the spine) is elongated.l cheileu and gid hanasheh - which are prohibited in ordinary animals

5. II.e. it was born with a deformity, having a rounded muscle capping 
--are permitted'

its thighbone instead ofan elongated one.j Now, the Mishnah on 74a records a dispute between R'Meir and R'

6. rhat is, when rhe rorah stipurates rhar the sid hanasheh tie on ,Yfl*,1|]i:i""'Jffi:.T,rtffifflh1-.T*f,jlffiltji.,fj'i:t ",i
spoon-shaped flesh, does this mean that the thigh muscle. of the R, Meir states that it pertains only to a partially developed fetus, but
indiuidual creature must have this shape, or does it meaa that the nottoonethatwasfoundaliveinthewombafteriavingbeencarriedto
prohibition pertains to the species that have "spoons"? If the stipula- te.m. n'yehudah, however, rules that even a viable fiill_term fetus is
tion pertains to each individual creature, then a deformed bird whose permitted *ithoat shechitai, as long as it was still in the mother'E
thigh is round will be subject to the prohibition, and a deformed animal womb at the time of her shechitah. Ii essence, R' Meir treats a viable
whose thigh is elongated will be exempt. If, on the other.hand,.th.e full-termfetusasanindependentcreature,whereasR,yehudahtreats
stipulation pertains to the species, then all birds are excluded and all it as part ofthe mother. R Oshaya informs us that this same point is at
animals are included- the root oftheir dispute here regar dtngthe gid hanasheh anicheileu ol

7. Accordingly, we must act stringently and prohibit both the gid a fetus. R'Meir agrees with the basic rule that when a fetus is found
hanasheh ofan anima.l that does not have a "spoon" over its thighbone in the womb of a slaughtered animal its gjd hanasheh and ch.eileu are

l l' l
i


